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INTRODUCTION

Brampton's Gateway Beautification Program

These guidelines are intended as a summary of Brampton's Gateway Beautification
Program (BGBP) and its objectives. Enclosed herein is information on BGBP principles
and how these can be realized in built-form across the city.

There are three general categories of gateway features within the Program, which are;
City initiated and funded installations, Developer initiated and funded installations and
Partnerships. Within anyone of these three general categories there is a hierarchy of
design treatments that relate directly to the 'type' of location that is intended to receive
the installation. This hierarchy is as follows; Highway 407 Anchor, City Access Point,
Hurontario Street Anchor, Internal Focal Point and Downtown Gateway.

For ease of explanation, each design treatment will be presented in sequence within the
hierarchy. As noted above, any of the gateway features can be either a City initiated and
funded installation, a Developer initiated and funded installation or a Partnership between
the two.
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SECTION ONE

Background

As part of the ongoing efforts to improve the visual quality of Brampton's public realm
the City of Brampton recognized a need to 'beautify' the Downtown Core and reconnect
with its 'Flowertown' image and heritage. Initiation of the Brampton Beautification
Program was one method of meeting these needs. This program is run through the
Community Services Department's Operations Section and is intended to identify highly
visible locations that would benefit from the installation of a decorative landscape feature
or horticultural display. The sites will be adjacent to major roads as well as local roads to
benefit both vehicular traffic and local residents.

In addition to the Brampton Beautification Program the Community Services Department
recognized the potential to broaden its scope to include welcoming gateway signage that
expresses Brampton's corporate and civic identity. Pursuant to this, City staff have
initiated a Gateway Beautification Program with the goal to identify key 'gateway'
intersections and establish minimum design standards that reflect Brampton's image in a
timeless quality.

Throughout the years Brampton has been host to a variety of signage styles that have not
always worked within a unified theme toward the portrayal of the City's cultural image
and corporate identity. There are many vehicles that can be used in a campaign geared
toward the expression of a City's character, from the design of street signs to the
implementation of architectural control. The purpose of this report is to focus on the
opportunity that 'Gateways' provide Brampton in its continuing efforts to improve the
City's image and express its inherent identity.

Gateway Locations

An intersection's potential as a gateways is based on the road's volume of traffic, access
to the historic downtown core, proximity to the municipal boundary and how it generally
relates to the overall city and immediate neighbourhood. From the characteristics of each
potential intersection, a gateway hierarchy evolved and is reflected in the design
treatments presented in this report. The hierarchy ranks gateway treatments from large
scale and minimally detailed features along Highway 407 to small scale and highly
detailed features at focal point intersections.

Each level of the hierarchy is keyed by a coloured dot which corresponds with a location
identified on the Potential Gateway Locations Map (map one). The design of each feature
within this hierarchy will be discussed in detail in Section Two.
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Also identified on Map One are the two principles corridors in the City of Brampton.
Hurontario Street and the Queen Street Corridor are identified as streets subject to special
design consideration due to the direct connection to the historic downtown core.

The Potential Gateway Locations Map (Map One) identifies locations that are subject to
principles presented in this document. As mentioned above, the colour of the dot
identifies the intersections' rank within the established hierarchy. Each location has also
been priority graded. The priority structure was primarily base on the City's ability to
coordinate development efforts. This methodology is illustrated in Maps Two and Three.
Map Two shows intersections where the City and / or the Region have existing plans to
implement intersections improvements. Map Three shows new development applications
throughout the City and serves as a graphic representation of where the City can
coordinate efforts with Developers.

There are a great number of locations that can benefit from intersection improvements
where the 'architectural' installations shown below may be too large. Many of these
locations are illustrated on Map Four. At these locations the City's Horticulture
Department (through the Brampton Beautification Program) is in the process of installing
floral or horticultural displays. Where these locations correspond with new development
there is another opportunity to coordinate efforts with Developers. A list of these
locations can be found in Appendix A.

A five-year horizon is recommended for the phasing of the gateway installations in order
to ensure that the locations reflect actual growth and traffic patterns. Any phasing plans
outside of five years run the risk of becoming obsolete if there is a shift in development
patterns.
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MAP ONE

CITY OF BRAMPTON -POTENTIAL GATEWAY LOCATIONS
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MAP TWO

CITYOF BRAMPTON-ROAD IMPROVEMENTPRIORITIES
Intersection Improvement Priority Based on Benefit / Cost Ratio
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MAP THREE

CITY OF BRAMPTON -SUBDMSION PROPOSALS
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Priority Locations

The City has identified the following locations to be a current priority:
. Hurontario Street and Steeles Avenue - City Access Point
. Park Street Parkette - Downtown Gateway Feature
. Mississauga Road and Steeles Avenue - Internal Focal Point

. North East comer ofHWY 410 and HWY 407 Junction - City Access Point

The above list is short and intended for implementation through to 2003. Subsequent
priorities can be assessed based on the maps provided and new information.
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SECTION TWO

Gateway Feature Design Principles

In order to develop minimum design standards for the noted typologies, City staff worked
with Strybos and Associates, Landscape Architects to prepare conceptual design
sketches. The purpose of identifying minimum design standards for the gateway features
is to ensure a consistent expression of civic and corporate identity throughout the city.
The design of each new Gateway feature was inspired by the existing structure on
Hurontario Street South of Steeles Avenue. Key details were taken from the existing
structure such as the classic style, the framed branding of "BRAMPTON" and the
architectural coping. These details along with the introduction of the Brampton Icon shall
be carried from one feature to the next to punctuate the consistent design style.

Each gateway is identified as either a Highway 407 Anchor, City Access Point,
Hurontario Street Anchor, Internal Focal Point, or Downtown Gateway.

Highway 407 Anchor

Due to the high traffic speed and distance at which this feature would be viewed, the
gateways feature must be large and eye catching. As can be seen in the adjacent sketch,
this feature includes a large wall, approximately 2.5m x 7.5m, with exaggerated detailing
including the word "BRAMPTON". This wall stands at the top of an earthen mound and
could have a floral display at it's base. A coniferous back drop (as shown) would take
many years to be affective and could therefore be substituted for alternative vertical
components. Another alternative could be a year round horticultural or water display
instead of a floral one as shown.

There are two potential Highway 407 anchor locations. One at the westerly entrance to
the municipality and one at the easterly entrance to the municipality. The exact locations
have not yet been determined.

City Access Point

This gateway feature is very similar to the Highway 407 gateway feature and again
responds to the environment in which it will be located. This wall is the same size as the
Highway 407 gateway feature but will not be accompanied by an large earthen mound.
This feature is intended to stand as a gateway feature at City Access Points, such as
Highway 50 at Queen Street.

There are currently ten potential City Access Points, which are:
. Winston Churchill and Highway 7
. Chinguacousy Road and Mayfield Road

-10-



BrAmptnn~" GatAway BAalltificatinn Program

. Mavis Road off Ramp from Highway 407
North East comer of the Highway 407 and Highway 410 Junction
Highway 410 and Queen Street
Highway 410 and Bovaird Drive
Airport Road and Mayfield Road
Airport Road off Ramp from Highway 407
Highway 50 and Queen Street
Highway 50 and Castlemore Road

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

With the completion of the highway 410 extension, there will be an additional City
Access Point at the 410 north entrance to the city.

Hurontario Street Anchor

The Hurontario Street Anchor is designed to match the existing structure on Hurontario
street just north of highway 407. This design approach is a direct reflection of it's
proposed location at the north anchor of Hurontario Street and is intended to compliment
the existing structure. Combined, the two will serve to anchor either end of the
Hurontario Street corridor. The new design has a few minor changes, such as the planter
bowl, the Brampton Icon (shown here as a rose) and an exaggerated arch over the coping.
The arch has been exaggerated to be more easily perceived by passing traffic.

This structure may further be complimented by improvements to the intersection of
Hurontario and Mayfield Road. The improvements should use the Internal Focal Point
design, much like the relationship between the existing structure near highway 407 and
the improvements to the intersection of Hurontario Street and Steeles Avenue, which are
planned for 2003 installation.

Hurontario Street, as Brampton's 'Main Street' may be further reinforced with similar
design treatments at Bovaird Drive, Williams Parkway and Vodden Street. These
intersection would be upgraded as Internal Focal Points with the inclusion of an irrigated
center median.
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Internal Focal Point

This gateway feature is designed for it's location at significant intersections throughout
the City. The scale of the feature as well as the materials and detailing are suitable for
viewing at closer range than a feature such as the City Access Point. These materials and
details will be perceivable to the eye of the passer-by while temporarily stopped at the
intersection. The design also addresses the pedestrian viewer as they move through the
intersection.

An example of this feature's installation can be seen in the adjacent plan-view sketch of
Hurontario Street and Steeles Avenue. The wall is accompanied by a center median,
upgraded paving and planting beds to upgrade the overall intersection and punctuate the
gateway.
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